
 

 

Key Messages from the Local Safeguarding Children Board (LSCB) 

Meeting of 7th March 2016 

 

  

Sponsored by Dr Tony Sharples, Public Health representative of 

LSCB  

Tony is Public Health Specialist for Cheshire West and Chester 

Council and leads on a range of areas for the Public Health Team, 

such as, Drugs and Alcohol, Cancer etc.  An existing member of the 

Children’s Trust, in 2015 Tony welcomed the opportunity to join the 

LSCB and now actively contributes to board discussions and a 

number of the sub-groups providing a Public Health perspective.  

Tony says “there are clear and tangible links between the work of the 

Board and the duties of the Public Health Team to protect the health and wellbeing of the children 

and young people. This can be seen clearly in both the quality assurance of commissioned services 

e.g. Drugs and Alcohol, Sexual Health, and Wellbeing Service etc. and our work with partners on 

inequalities and the wider determinates of health, such as, poverty, housing, environment and 

worklessness, which negatively impact on the daily lives of children within our community”.  

 

Here is a summary of the agenda discussed at our March meeting and messages from 

our multi-agency Board partner.  

 

Presentation on the Transformation Plan from the Emotional Health and Wellbeing Board 
 
The Board enjoyed a presentation delivered by Mr John Bucknall on behalf of the Emotional  
Health and Wellbeing Board, outlining work being undertaken in Cheshire West and Chester to  
improve outcomes for the Emotional Health and Wellbeing of Children and Young People. We also  
heard about the work being done with schools to enable them to provide the right support for young  
people. 
 
LSCB response: 

 We would like to see more information about the self-harm pathway including steps  
taken to involve Children and Young People in its development and assurance that  
all partners have helped in shaping the pathway. 

  

 

 

 



Ofsted Report 
 
The Board reviewed the findings of the Ofsted Report, which has now been published, following the 
recent inspection. The LSCB received a grading of ‘Good’ and Board colleagues were thanked for 
their commitment to development of the good working arrangements which will help improve 
outcomes for children. The Board also congratulated Cheshire West and Chester Local Authority on 
their outstanding achievements and requested that all front line staff are thanked for their 
contribution to the safeguarding agenda. 
 
LSCB response: 

 We have 4 recommendations from Ofsted to progress; following feedback from Board 
colleagues and front line practitioners these recommendations have been formulated 
into actions and these are now in the refreshed 2016-17 Business Plan. The full Ofsted 
report and Business Plan can be found on the LSCB website 
http://cheshirewestlscb.org.uk/ 

 
 

 

 

Children in Care/Care Leavers Sub Group  
 
Emma Taylor, Director of Children’s Social Care, provided a progress report on key work being 
driven through the work of the Children’s Trust Children in Care and Care Leavers subgroup. 
Emma highlighted the work of the Edge of Care Team and their impact on supporting families; 
assurance was also received in relation to Children in Care placed out of the Cheshire West area. 
 
LSCB response: 
 The Board agreed to receive an annual update from the subgroup with exception 

reporting as and when necessary. Board members were also asked to consider how  
their organisation could support Care Leavers with apprenticeships. 

 

 

 

CSE Team Future Arrangements 
 
The Board supported a proposal and recommendations to integrate the CSE workstream into the 
newly developed integrated ‘front door’ for Children’s Social Care. Members of the Board 
scrutinised the recommendations to ensure that the work and impact of the CSE team was not lost 
within the new arrangements. 

LSCB response: 
LSCB Response: 

 The Board has requested a further update to be provided to the May Board meeting to 
report on the integration progress; particularly in relation to access to health 
assessments and the work of the CSE operational group. The Board extended their 
thanks to all members of the CSE Team for their commitment and hard work in 
progressing the work on CSE. 

 

 

http://cheshirewestlscb.org.uk/


Strengthening LSCB/LSAB Working 
 
In January 2016 the Board held a combined development session with colleagues from the 
Safeguarding Adults Board to look at opportunities for joint development and areas for common 
progress. 
 
LSCB Response: 

 The LSCB will be part of a joint task and finish group with members of the Adult 
Safeguarding Board to look at the issues regarding transition of vulnerable young  
people from Childhood into Adulthood and safeguards that we need to put in place. 

 

 

If you would like more information about the work of the LSCB; our multi-agency 

practice guidelines; useful information on a range of safeguarding topics and the 

multi-agency training available please access our website following this link -

http://cheshirewestlscb.org.uk/ 

 

Regards 

 

Dr Tony Sharples 

http://cheshirewestlscb.org.uk/

